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le Due d'Orleans, after we had been a long time at
this work, " you propose everybody and never say a
word of yourself. What do you wish to be ?"

I replied, that it was not for me to propose, still less
to choose any office, but for him to see if he wished to
employ me, believing me capable, and in that case to
determine the place he wished me to occupy. This
was at Marly, inf his chamber, and I shall never for-
get it.

After some little debate, that between equals would
have been called complimentary, he proposed to me
the Presidency of the Council of Finance. But I had
good reasons for shrinking from this office. I saw
that disordered as the finances had become there was
only one remedy by which improvement could be ef-
fected; and this was National Bankruptcy. Had I
occupied the office, I should have been too strongly
tempted to urge this view, and carry it out, but it was
a responsibility I did not wish to take upon myself
before God and man. Yet, I felt as I said, that to
declare the State bankrupt would be the wisest course,
and I am bold enough to think, that there is not a man,
having no personal interest in the continuance of im-
posts, who of two evils, viz., vastly increased taxation,
and national failure, would not prefer the latter. We
were in the condition of a man who unfortunately
must choose between passing twelve or fifteen years
in his bed, in continual pain, or having his leg cut off.
Who can doubt this? he would prefer the loss of his
leg by a painful operation, in order to find himself two
months after quite well, free from suffering and in the
enjoyment of all his faculties.